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“THE TEMPLE OF LOVING KINDNESS” Founded in 1860
Rabbi Daniel J. Swartz, Spiritual Leader

Rabbinical Reflections

You've probably heard
the old joke: How do you
get to Carnegie Hall?

Practice, practice,
practice.

A rabbinical parallel
would be: How do you get
to Hanukkah?

Educate, educate,
educate.

You see, Hanukkah
means “dedication,” and
dedication in this context
means both the re-
dedication of the Temple
and the dedication of the
Macabees and their fol-
lowers to living Jewish
lives. In Hebrew, the word
for education, Chinuch,
has the same root as Ha-

Dinner Followed...

“When Rabbi Sue
(Levi) Elwell had me in
front of the ark, giving me
the blessing for the instal-
lation, it was an amazing
moment, it really was. |

was actually in tears,” said

Rabbi Daniel J. Swartz.
On Nov.10, Rabbi
Swartz was officially in-

stalled as the 23rd rabbi of

Temple Hesed. Rabbi
Swartz has been with the
temple since August, but
now that he has been for-
mally installed he feels

Rabbi Daniel J. Swartz

nukkah — because the
right education is what
leads to the most enduring
dedication.

Last month, | wrote
about opportunities Tem-
ple Hesed has for adults
to re-dedicate themselves
to Jewish education — in-
cluding our ongoing

Rabbis Daniel J.. Swartz and

Sue Levi Elwell

“deeply connected to the con-

gregation.”

He feels that the connection

classes on prayer and the
prayer book at the Temple
each Sunday at 11 a.m.
and our classes on Jewish
stories and storytelling at
Elan Gardens at 7:30 p.m.
on Dec. 7, 14, and 21.
This month, | want to
share a bit about how we
are increasing both the
depth and breadth of edu-
cational opportunities for
children from tots through
the end of high school.
Beginning on Dec.1 at
6:30 p.m., each first Fri-
day of the month we will
hold a “Tot Shabbat”
service. (Rhyming aside,
Tot here means from 1

Continued on page 9

will deepen even more
over time. Rabbi Elwell
said she hoped it would be
a long association.

“The congregation is
made up of families and as
| get to know each of those
families the connection
grows,” he said.

With the inclusion of
the adult education pro-
gram, in addition to the
Hebrew school, Rabbi
Swartz feels that he is be-

Continued on Page 9
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A rich man who
is stingy is the worst

pauper.”
—Yiddish Proverb

H

BUILDING FUND
In memory of our
dearly departed
Gert Sobel
Yahrzeit in memory of
Esther Gutter
Gutter Family
Yahrzeit in memory of
Harry Lonstein
Evalyn Lonstein
RABBI'S
DISCRETIONARY FUND
In honor of the instal-
lation of Rabbi Daniel
J. Swartz
Jeff & Carol Leventhal
MIRIAM & MILTON
FRIEDMAN
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In honor of the mar-
riage of Nathan
Friedman
Shirley Friedman
Paula Wasser
Get Well Wishes to
Bob Friedman
Miriam Friedman
In memory of Miriam
Rosen
Jim & Paula Kane
In memory of Jack
Adelman
Jim & Paula Kane
In memory of Herman
Weisberger
Miriam Friedman
Yahrzeit in memory of
Nathan B. Epstein,
father
Miriam Friedman
GRAHAM MEMORIAL
FUND
In memory of Jack
Adelman
Paula Wasser
Phil Friedman & Barbara
Cohen
In honor of Grace
Pawlan’s 90th Birth-
day
Esther Adelman
LINDA LEE LEVENTHAL

TOY FUND
In memory of Minnie
Rosen
Carol & Jeff Leventhal
In honor of the birth of
Ricki & Bruce Adoff's
first granddaughter,
Maya Rose
Lynne & Jerry Fragin
To the Siegal family in
loving memory of their
beloved brother,
Leonard
Carol & Jeff Leventhal
LOUIS FINE MEMORIAL
FUND FOR HOLOCAUST
STUDIES
In memory of Jack
Adelman
Roselle Fine
Atty. & Mrs. Richard Fine
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
FUND
Thank you for High
Holy Day Honors
Carol & Paul Leiman
In honor of the birth of
Ricki & Bruce Adoff's
first granddaughter,
Maya Rose
Carol & Paul Leiman
Sandy, Hilary & Jaimee
Steinberg
Wishing Debbie
Gordon a speedy re-
covery
Carol & Paul Leiman
In memory of Jack
Adelman
Cheryl & Michael Fried-
man
Sandy Steinberg
In memory of Minnie
Rosen
Phil Friedman & Barbara
Cohen
Yahrzeit in memory of
Hilda Goldenziel
Barbara & Gene Golden-
ziel
In honor of the birth of
Ricki & Bruce Adoff's
first granddaughter,

Maya Rose
Cookie & Joel Goldman
In honor of the en-
gagement of Scott
Leiman to Jennifer
Arlene & Norman Gevan-
thor
Rochelle & Howard Spizer
Yahrzeit in memory of
Isadore Gevanthor
Arlene & Norman Gevan-
thor
Remembering Rae! In
honor of Danny
Goldman’s marriage
Berne Sklar
Yahrzeit in memory of
Simon Levine
Delores Levine
OPPENHEIM
ENDOWMENT FUND
In memory of Ellen
Oberfelder
Jane Oppenheim
SEYMOUR E.
STAHLLER
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In memory of Mary
Graham
Mark & Bray Stahller
SISTERHOOD ALTAR
FUND
In memory of Minnie
Rosen
Sandra & Aaron Cooper-
man
In memory of Jack
Adelman
Sandra & Aaron Cooper-
man
Yahrzeit in memory of
Arnold “Archie” Co-
operman
Sandra & Aaron Cooper-
man
Yahrzeit in memory of
Irene Feldman
Nat & Joy Feldman
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Rabbi Daniel Swartz and
the Caring Committee of
Temple Hesed wish to an-
nounce the availability of
free, confidential, counsel-
ing services for our con-
gregants.

Anyone facing life alter-
ing circumstances such as
divorce, death, illness, or
any other crisis may re-

$ %

Likes New Messenger

I love it! Finally, a Temple
newsletter with CONTENT!
Yasher koach!

— Rabbi Marna Sapowitz
Olympia, WA

# ' !

ceive private counseling
and support services
through the Temple.

In many instances, con-
gregants may be facing
overwhelming stresses in
daily living. When life
seems to be too much to
handle, it is difficult or even
impossible to reach out for
help in the outside commu-

nity.
Let our Temple assist
you!

For information on this
confidential, personal
service please contact
Rabbi Swartz at
Reb daniel@verizon.net or
Carole Fine at
cbfine@adelphia.net
Phone: (570) 586-8357.

Lauds Heilbrunn

To the Editor,

Temple Hesed Messenger
We are indeed grateful

to Allan Heilbrunn, and have

been pleased and proud of his

wonderful years of service as

The Editor and author of the

Messenger.

We cannot underestimate
Alan’s creativity and devotion,
yes, his persistence, to the
task.

Rich Mates is an appropri-
ate and dynamic and able
brand new editor.

It was fun to welcome the
new white pages into our
homes!

Thank you to all members
who volunteer their time and
talents to the needs of Temple
Hesed.

We are blessed!

— Jane Oppenheim

(( %

House.
5p.m.

and admission.

members.

VISION STATEMENT

hope over despair.

Mark Dec. 17 on your calendar. That is the day Temple Hesed will sponsor a family-
friendly trip to Binghamton, NY for a tour of the Kilmer Mansion and the Hanukkah

One 48-passenger bus has been reserved for this family outing. It will be filled on a
first-come basis. The cost is $5 per person. The trip will start at 11:30 a.m. and return at

To reserve a seat, payment must be made in advance to the temple office, said Dave
Hollander, the event chairman. The $5 includes a snack, puppet show, transportation

WHAT IS HANUKKAH HOUSE?

The “Hanukkah House” Museum is a seasonal teaching museum and exhibition
housed in the famous Kilmer Mansion at Temple Concord in Binghamton, NY. Built in
1898, the Kilmer Mansion is a beautiful and elegant Victorian structure with marble fire-
places and incredibly detailed moldings and other woodwork. Modeled after New York
City’s famous mansion based Jewish Museum, Hanukkah House features hundreds of
different Hanukkah menorahs and dreidles on loan from congregants and community

The elegant dining room will feature original Kilmer family furnishings and personal
items collected from around the world.

Hanukkah House Museum is a linkage between the Jewish community and the com-
munity at large in providing an awareness of the Jewish experience by its innovative and
educational displays depicting the Jewish religious and cultural experience.

For almost 22 centuries, Jews have continued to celebrate the victory of the Macca-
bees by lighting the Hanukkah Menorah, for eight nights beginning on the 25th of Kislev.
It is a celebration of the few over the many, the weak over the strong, light over dark and

For more information on the Hanukkah House, contact Dave Hollander at 570-586-
7777. Email is HOLLANDERX@aol.com.

-Includes material from Temple Concord Website

About Letters:

Letters to the Messenger will be published each month.
Just e-mail (preferred) your submission to:

Hesed Messenger@adelphia.net or send a hard copy to the tem-

ple office at 1 Knox Street, Scranton, PA 18505. Please type your

hard copy letters.
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Brunch Hosted for New Members Marilyn Deutsch photos

Henry Litvak, Alana
Swar¥z Nina Grattolino . . . (Front row I-r) Iran Fahmy, Roya
’ . Karen Cahn, Liz Feller, Miriam Litvak Swartz, Mahmoud Fahmy and Rich
;gghﬁ;rgnﬂtgggi gﬁﬁrg and Joel Cahn Mates.’(Back Row) Dale and Ken
Miller, Elizabeth (Deede) Schneider
Rothenberg and Marieann Mates

Adult Education Class Started*

Installation Service and Dinner*

Alvin (Buddy) Rothstein from Temple Jane Oppenheim, Rabbi Sue Rabbi Swartz and daughter
B'nai B'rith in Kingston,. Rabbi Swartz Levi Elwell and Mary Ellen Oh- Alana prepare to say the
and his mother, Bonnie Pashkow of aion at Installation dinner blessing over the challah

North Kingst , RLL .
orfh fingstown *Esther Friedmann photos
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2
Shabbat Shabbat
Services School
At 8 p.m. Confirmation
Tot—6:30 | C12s
p.m.
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Adult Hebrew Adult Shabbat Shabbat
Ef”‘;azqon School E_ds%cgtl[z” Services School
Ziegler Elan At 8 p.m. glc;rg;rmatlon
Lounge Gardens
NOON: Youth
group plan-
ning meeting.
Kids of all
ages wel-
come
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
Adult Hebrew Adult Hanukkah 1% Hanukkah
Education School Education Candle 2 Candles
11 a.m. 7:30 p.m. | mmmmmmmmmmmmmem | mmmmmmmmoooooe-
Ziegler Elan Shabbat Shabbat
Lounge Gardens Services School
At 8 p.m. Confirmation
Class
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
Hanukkah Hanukkah Hanukkah Hanukkah Hanukkah Hanukkah No Shabbat
3 Candles 4 Candles 5 Candles 6 Candles 7 Candles 8 Candles School
--Temple choo
ple January Hebrew Board =
(H:O”C"rd TP | Messenger | School Meeting Shabbat
anukkah : Services
House Deadline
. At 8 p.m.
--St. Francis
kitchen
volunteers
24 /31 25 26 27 28 29 30
St. Francis Shabbat No Shabbat
kitchen Services School
volunteers At 8 p.m.

The Messenger deadline is later than usual in order to include Hanukkah pictures in the January 2007 edition.
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By Rich Mates

He’s working with his
fifth rabbi in 22 years. Two
generations of Temple He-
sed worshipers have sung
to the music he has pro-
vided. Mark Hahn is as
much of a temple fixture as
the large Allen organ he
plays.

Hahn is a lifelong resi-
dent of the Hill Section
who began playing the pi-
ano at age eight.

“l began studying with a
neighbor of mine —
Genevieve Davis,” Hahn
recalled. “She was a
world-renowned pianist.
She had played all over
the world. She had taught
all over the world.”

Hahn studied with her
for some eight years.

“As a child, | was al-
ways interested in playing
the organ and being a
~ church organist,” he said.
At age 13, Hahn began

A e T

=\ TR

playing liturgical music in
the Church of the Im-
maculate Conception,
which was only a few
blocks from his Prescott
Avenue home. He served
other large Scranton-area
congregations too.
ON TO TEMPLE HESED
“l always had an inter-
est in Judaism as a young
man and worshipped at
the old Madison Avenue
Temple on Friday nights,”
Hahn said.

He got to know the
congregation, Rabbi Milton
Richman and Robert Ro-
sencrans, the director of
music then. He first got to
play in the temple when he
was asked to fill in for or-
ganist Colette Ripley for
several weeks.

HAHN TAKES OVER

Ripley left Temple He-
sed when her husband, a
Methodist minister, ac-
cepted an out-of-state pul-
pit.

“Rabbi Richman imme-
diately offered me the po-
sition,” Hahn said.
DIFFERENT RABBIS

“Every rabbi has their
own personality, of course,
they all have different
ideas on the way things
should be,” He said. “My
philosophy in working with
the rabbi is: Do what the
rabbi wants. Whatever the
rabbi wants, you try and

give him to the best of your
ability. He’s the boss. Or
she...”

DAY JOB

Hahn, like many musi-
cians, also worked a “day
job.” He served as an ac-
tivity director for Alzheimer
patients at the Jewish
Home of Easter Pennsyl-
vania. His musical training
served him well in the
post.

He was sidelined 2%
years ago by a serious in-
fection in his leg, which
nearly cost him the limb.
He hopes to return to the
job after he fully recovers.
THE MUSIC

Among Hahn's favorite
music is Ein Kelohenu, a
popular closing song. The
haunting Kol Nidre of Yom
Kippur is another favorite
musical selection.

(This is part of a continuing
series of Temple profiles.)

Built in Macungie, PA

The Allen Organ

New Members’ Brunch Fun for All Ages

New members of Temple Hesed, as well as new members of the
Jewish Community, had an opportunity to “Meet, Shmooze and Play”

Delivered on July 26, 1982
Model — System 505, a
digital electronic organ
Keyboards — two

Foot pedals — 32
Instruments— has synthe-
sized sounds to duplicate
most instruments of the or-
chestra including, flutes,
trumpets, percussion.
Special Features — uses
plug-in cards for additional

sounds. Speakers in front and

rear of the sanctuary

with Rabbi Dan, Roya, and Alana Swartz at a casual brunch held Nov. 5
at the home of Henri and Marilyn Deutsch.

In addition to new and potential members, some “seasoned mem-
bers” of Temple Hesed and the Jewish Federation attended, giving our
newcomers a good introduction to the community.

The youngest attendee was barely two year old Zachary Cahn, son of
Dr. and Mrs. Joel Cahn, and the oldest member was — well we won't give
a name, but clearly a guest in his seventies!

In spite of the diversity of the group and the brisk fall day, the brunch
was filled with warmth, laughter, children’s games, retirement /snow bird
stories and great discussions.

If you missed the brunch or know a new member to the community,
contact Marilyn Deutsch or any member of the membership committee
as the list is already forming for the next “gathering”.
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Temple Hesed Sisterhood,
once again, conducted a very
successful Rummage Sale.

It's held annually the first
weekend of November. This
year's sale, chaired by Mary
Ellen Ohaion, was a financial
success. Profits from the sale
are earmarked for the Shab-
bat School, an area that the
Sisterhood has always sup-
ported with its fundraisers.

On Sunday morning, way
before the 9 a.m. starting
time, eager buyers were lined
up waiting to get in. When the
doors opened up, the crowd

surged in and kept at a steady

pace throughout the day.
Monday was bag day and
buyers were able to purchase
$2 or $5 bags that they filled
with as many items as they
could.

Sisterhood members who
worked on the sale included:
Abigail Byman, Joan Davis,
Bertye Dietrick, Cheryl Fried-

New Committee Formed
% #

A newly formed Mem-
bership Committee met in
early November to brain-
storm the issues of re-
cruiting and retaining
members for Temple He-
sed. The strengths and
weaknesses of past and
current procedures were
analyzed, some sugges-
tions for short-term im-
provements were dis-
cussed, but the committee
hopes to address all those
issues in a deliberate
manner over several
months.

Suggestions included
outreach programs, wel-
coming new members of

% %

man, Audrey Harrell, Christine Kline, Carol Leventhal, Thea

Hollander, Denise Krafchin,
Sharon Levy, Abby Smith,
and Emily Trunzo.
Others who lent their help
were:
Shabbat School students
who schleped the boxes
and bags up from the
basement to the audito-
rium.
Jim Ellenbogen who was
available to do whatever
was asked of him.
David Hollander who was
great at "selling" our
wares.
And Steve Seitchik who
was our official greeter.
A Bake Sale of delicious
Temple Hesed Sisterhood
homemade delicacies was
chaired by Emily Trunzo and
staffed by Audrey Harrell and
Ellen Kline. Bakers included
Barbara Parker Bell, Abigail
Byman, Joan Davis, Bertye
Dietrick, Gloria Dinner, Ellen

the Jewish community with
our “Hesed, Hallah &
Honey” gift basket, ac-
knowledging new mem-
bers at our monthly infor-
mal service, and having a
member of Temple Hesed
meet or accompany po-
tential members or new
members to services and
introducing them to Tem-
ple membership.

Members of the com-
mittee are Marilyn
Deutsch, Chair; Carol
Fine, Esther Friedmann,
Judith Golden, Carol Lev-
enthal, Jeff Leventhal, Joel
Shapiro, Sandy Steinberg;
Mary Ellen Ohaion, ex offi-

Levine, Susan Mancus, Abby
Smith, Chris Spatt, and Emily
Trunzo. Rachel Friedman and
Emily Davis.

Junior contributors were
also a great help to the Bake
Sale.

It is now time to start sav-
ing for next year’s sale. Each
year we start anew. All items
left over from the Rummage
Sale are donated to Sister
Adrian Barrett, IHM, and the
Friends of the Poor who dis-
tribute them for free to those
in need.

As you go through your
closets each season, remem-
ber to save those discarded
items for next year’s sale,
Nov. 4 and 5, 2007. We will
be happy to store them at the
Temple.

— Sharon Levy

cio; and Rabbi Daniel J.

Swartz.

To assure success with
the program, the commit-
tee is asking the Congre-
gation for help in the fol-
lowing ways:

1. Give any Membership
Committee member
names and contact
information for families
whom you think may
be interested in mem-
bership at Temple He-
sed.

2. Offer to invite new or
potential members to
services, for a Sab-
bath meal, and/or to a
Temple event.

—Esther Friedmann

Profits from the
sale are earmarked
for the Shabbat
School, an area
that the Sisterhood
has always sup-
ported with its
fundraisers.
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% 5 December Kaddish and Memorial List

WEEK ENDING Dec. 2;: Mary Rook, Jack Goldman, *Selma Berger, *Mary, Toni & Leopold Brodrick, *Susan Lonstein,
Mark Kasarjian, *Jacob Ackerman, Kate Cooperman, *Anne Lispins, *John Roos Lauer, *Dr. Jonas Selverstone, Harry
Lebowitz, Harry Lonstein, *Esther Oppenheim, Mary Sobel, Fred Harlam.

WEEK ENDING Dec. 9: *Jean Stein Sutton, Dr. Newton Freund, *Rudolph M. Goldsmith, *Etta C. Levey, *Irwin E. Al-
perin, Anna Brownstein, *Ellis Oppenheim, Rose Fine, *Erich Traub, Harry Friend, *Esther Gordon, *Linda Lee Leven-
thal, *Fannie Roos, *Jonas Lauer, William Lerner, Barbara Cooperman, John J. Gaffney.

WEEK ENDING Dec. 16: Samuel Dolinger, *Sadie Freeman, *Yetta Linder, Alvin P. Meyers, Jerome Rubel, Stanley
Smiley, Sarah Rosenberg,.John Sternberg, *Louis E. Newman, DDS, *Mary Leventhal, Irving Londy, *Morris Cohen,
Doris Toledano Frieder, *Fannye M. Slavitz, Millie Shoagan, Adam Fishbein, Michael Mitchell.

WEEK ENDING Dec. 23: *Toby Rodgick, *Rose Schudmack.*Sarah Greenberger, Frieda Schoenberg, *Margaret
Smith, Sara Rozenson, *Minnie Ginsburg, *Samuel Roos, Phillip Levin, *Rebecca Newman, *Carolina Schwartz,
*Goldie Newmann, Sue Cohan, *Maxine Wylen Sara Rozenson.

WEEK ENDING. Dec. 30: *Morris Goldsmith, *Israel Greenberger, *Elliott Weisberger, David Zukowski, *Edward
Berger, *Chester Levy, Harry Basan, Minnie Levine, *Isadore Adelman, *Meyer Davis, *Harry Sandford Siegel, *Gus
Weinberger, Natalie Sparber, Jerry Kline, Ralph Meyer, *David Rosenberg, *Martin Weilheimer, *Bernard Wormser,
Herbert Smith, Henry “Kelly” Smertz, Bertha Bauer, *Jessica Parker Mannoff.

A

To Nancy Jackman and family on the loss of - Faye Bernstein

her nephew, Colin McNevin - Jerry Friedman
- Joan Newman

Ruth Sparber
George Sparber
Louis Slawitsky

Temple Hesed
" &7% 8

o Needs To Ricki & Bruce Adoff on the birth of their first granddaugh-
A digital camera for the Messen- ter, Maya Rose

ger and the Temple Website. We
need a model with built-in preview
screen. Good cameras are avail-
able for $100 or less.

Contact Mary Ellen Ohaion or the _ _ _
Temple office. 1% Financial Services, Inc.

Think 1% About Your Retirement
625 E. Drinker Street, Dunmore, PA 18512

To Carol & Paul Leiman on their son Scott’'s engagement to
Jennifer

We welcome our New Members. Phone: 570-558-2390 Fax: 570-558-2391 Toll Free: 86 6-558-2390
Ronald and Rhona Noll Robert Bryan Fitzpatrick
; ; Securities and investment Advice Offered Through
The Litvak Famllly MIDSOUTH CAPITAL, INC.
The Mates Family A Registered Broker/Dealer NASD/SIPC.
Thea Levine and Noah.... A Registered Investment Advisor.
601 Woodlawn Drive, Suite 300, Marietta GA 30067

ADV.




year through 2" grade).

As the author of children’s
book and a long-time story-
teller, these are some of my
very favorite services.

Through singing, dancing,
and acting out stories, young

children learn about — and learn

to love — Judaism.
This is also a great opportu-

nity for non-members to find out

about Temple Hesed — so en-
courage your friends to come.

Each service will be followed by

a pot-luck dinner, which is also

open to those planning to come

to the regular service at 8 p.m.
In our Shabbat School, we will
hold several Family Education

programs, where whole families

will join us for the morning.
Parents and children will
work together for part of the
program, with special “adults
only” learning time as well. The

9 '.I

ing given new opportunities to
interact with the congregation.

The experience of the in-
stallation was made even
more special for Rabbi Swartz
because his family was there
to share it with him. Before
the installation Rabbi Swartz
summoned his mother, Bon-
nie Pashkow, daughter,
Alana, and wife, Roya, come
up onto the bimah to light the
Shabbat candles.

He referred to them as the
three most important women
in his life.

The installing Rabbi, Sue
Levi Elwell, director of the
Union for Reform Judaism’s
Pennsylvania Council, is a
long-time friend of Rabbi
Swartz. They were colleagues
in Los Angeles just after his
ordination in 1990 from He-
brew Union College in Cincin-
nati, Ohio.

“I requested her specifi-

9 K ’ -

next two family education
programs will be on Jan. 27,
on Healing the Planet (what

else did you expect from me?)

and May 5 on Home as Tem-
ple.

This year, we will also be-
ing making the transition to
the new Chai Curriculum
developed by the best edu-

cators of the Union for Reform

Judaism. By the beginning of
next year, our school will be
fully implementing this excit-
ing, comprehensive curricu-
lum. If you'd like to take an
early look at what we will be
doing, check the Chai pro-
gram out at http://urj.org/chai/
Learning doesn't all take
place in the classroom, how-
ever — which is one reason
we're reviving Temple He-
sed’s youth group, as well as

J

cally,” said Rabbi Swartz. It
meant a lot to him to have a
long time friend and colleague
install him, he said.

Throughout the installation
Rabbi Elwell sang the praises
of not only Rabbi Swartz but
also of Temple Hesed for be-
ing valued members of the
Union of Reform Judaism
since 1883.

Since this is his first con-
gregation, Rabbi Swartz said
he has a deeper connection to
this congregation then he did
in Los Angeles.

“l was an Assistant Rabbi,”
He said. “It was somebody
else’s congregation.”

In his own remarks for the
evening, following the Torah
reading on Abraham arguing
with the Almighty, Rabbi
Swartz spoke about bringing
“chutzpah” to the congrega-
tion.

Rather than the gall Abra-

encouraging our students to
go to Jewish camps and Israel
programs. The youth group
will be meeting Dec. 9 to plan
out activities throughout the
rest of the year — and, as you
can see elsewhere in the
Messenger, we already have
a wonderful activity coming up
in the Hanukkah House

Road Trip!

Speaking of road trips, we
have one additional opportu-
nity for those “young at heart,”
but no longer so mobile. On
the second Friday of each
month, beginning on Dec 8,
the Temple will arrange for a
van to pick up anyone at Elan
Gardens and Amos Towers
interested in coming to our
services. We will provide this
service free of charge, due to
a generous donation. If you'd
like to sign up for the van,

ham showed, Rabbi Swartz
said this would be chutzpah in
the original sense of the word
where chutzpah was a
“spice.”

He pledged to bring spice
to Temple Hesed. Some ex-
amples of this include the
Sukkot fireworks and a
planned Jewish cooking class.
Rabbi Swartz also alluded to
a special Purim celebration
this spring that may have the
whole Megillah and a little ex-
tra “chutzpah.”

— Thomas Mates

_9-

please give me a call
and we’ll make it hap-
pen!

Yours in Hesed,

— Rabbi Daniel Swartz

2007 B’nai Mitzvah

Ari Ohaion
4/14/2007
Abigail Mancus
6/2/2007

Emily Davis
8/3/2007

Olivia Levine
08/18/2007
Rachel Friedman
8/31/2007
Andrew Fiegleman
9/1/2007

Jason Bamford
10/27/2007

> » >» > >
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Change e-mail: All email
addresses ending with
adelphia.net will be
changed to comcast.net
soon. Addressees listed in
the Temple directory may
chanae. Check first.
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NEW YORK —Reform
Voices of Torah, a new
weekly Torah commentary
from the Union for Reform
Judaism, will regularly
feature the writing of four
leading rabbis and will also
draw on the Reform
Movement's diverse
population of scholars,
rabbis, cantors and edu-
cators for additional com-
mentary.

"The Reform Movement
is proud to bring together
four great teachers to en-
courage our members to
engage in the mitzvah of
Torah study,” said Rabbi

The

Eric Yoffie, president of the
Union for Reform Judaism.
“By creating this new To-
rah study resource, we
hope that the sacred
words found in these
weekly divrei Torah will
help nourish the souls of
Reform Jews throughout
North America.”

Reform Voices of To-
rah, which is available free
of charge to anyone who
wishes to subscribe, will
be distributed by e-mail
each Monday and also
posted online at
www.urj.org/torah.

—from URJ.com
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A If you and all your
neighbors lay all of
your problems on
your respective
front lawns, you'd
look them all over,
and end up taking
back your own.

A Yiddish Curse : You
should lose all your
teeth except one,
and that one should
ache! (Zolst farlirn
ale tseyner akhuts
eynem, un der zol dir
vey ton)

A Don't eat the chal-
lah before you've
made the blessing.
(Es nisht di khale far
a-moytse) (means:
Don't have sex before
marriage)

A Man plans and God
laughs. (Mann tracht
und Gott lacht)

A A man is not honest
simply because he
never had a chance
to steal

A You can't make

cheesecakes out of
snow (Mit shney ken
men nit makhn go-
molkhes)

A If we all pulled in
one direction, the
world would keel
over.

A Many complain of
their looks, but
none of their brains.

A Words should be
weighed, not
counted.

A It's as appropriate
as a slap in re-
sponse to a greet-
ing of "good shab-
bas" (Es past zikh vi
a patsh tsu gut sha-
bes.)

A The greatest folly of
the fool is that he
thinks he is smart
(Di greste narishkayt
funanarizazer
meynt az er is klug.)

—From:
www.yiddishisms.com
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For Hanukkah ...
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How Many Jews Does It Take to Change a Light
Bulb?

This isn’t just the opening line of a joke; it's also
the name of a nationwide energy conservation
campaign. Why change a light bulb? It's not just
any bulb. Changing from a regular bulb to a com-
pact fluorescent light (CFL) bulb is a first simple
step in using less energy and helping to stop global
warming.

CFLs cost much less than an I-Pod video, less
than a Java Chip Frappuccino, less than your fa-
vorite sushi roll.

They make unique, inexpensive Hanukkah gifts
for your friends, siblings, parents, and grandpar-
ents. Think about it, who doesn’t need light bulbs?

Part of the campaign will be to install CFL bulbs
as a Jewish community effort during Hanukkah.

When better to think about light and energy
conservation than during the darkest time of the
year?

The Jewish community will be installing the
bulbs in their synagogues, Jewish institutions, and
in their homes as a modern commemoration of Ha-
nukkah, the Festival of Lights.

ABOUT CFLs

CFLs use up to 75% less energy than regular
incandescent light bulbs, while lasting approxi-
mately eight times longer. It's a modern Hanukkah
miracle! This means less production of greenhouse
gas emissions, air pollution, and toxic waste. The
average CFL will save its owner at least $55 in en-
ergy costs over the lifetime of the bulb! If every U.S.
household replaced one bulb with a CFL, it would
have the same impact as removing 1.3 million cars
from the road.

WARMING IS A SOCIAL JUSTICE ISSUE

Most scientists agree that global warming is real
and that it is the result of human activities such as
how we heat our homes, schools, synagogues, and
businesses, the kind of cars we drive, and how we
use and waste energy. Global climate change has
put many people at risk particularly low-income
communities, the elderly, and children.

As air pollution worsens, as extreme weather
conditions create storms and droughts. As sea lev-
els rise, we are seeing more and more people suf-
fering from respiratory illnesses such as asthma.
We're seeing an exodus of people having to leave
their homes because rapid climate changes have
affected their living conditions. We saw this happen
in the wake of Hurricane Katrina.




Students sort donations...

Many Help Bring Food to the Needy

The Social Action
Committee under the
leadership of Dr. Judith
Golden would like to
thank the many, many
members of Temple
Hesed who patrticipated
in the annual “Corners
of Our Fields” food drive
and Mazon project.

Our thanks go to
Jimmy Ellenbogen who
was able to get bags for
the project once again
from Gerrity's.

A special thank you
goes to the seventh,
eighth, ninth and tenth
grade students, under
the supervision of Emily
Trunzo and Don
Minkoff, who sorted all
the food, counted each
item, and then sepa-
rated the items for dis-

tribution.

This year, the food
drive surpassed last
year’s food drive with
1,705 pounds of food
collected.

The drive was only
295 pounds short of a
ton of food. The collec-
tion was notable be-
cause food banks often
run short in the period
right before Thanksgiv-
ing.

The food will help fill
the pantries at
- The United Neigh-

borhood Center;
the Jewish Family
Service;

Ronald McDonald
House;

Bethel A.M.E.
Shelter;

Abington Food
Pantry;

The Area Agency

on Aging.

A check will be sent
to the Women'’s
Resource Center and
Bethel A.M.E. from the
money collected during
the food drive The re-
maining money will be
sent to Mazon to help
ease local, national, and
world hunger.

The High Holiday
Food Drive is a time to
help others by caring
and giving tzedakah to
those less fortunate.

This year was an
especially successful
project.

— Emily Trunzo

Photos by Emily Trunzo
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Rachel Friedman, Leah Levine in

Backaround

A planning meeting for a new youth group is set for Dec. 9 at Noon in the

1

served. Just let the temple office know if you will be there so we can be sure to have enough

I auditorium. (right after Shabbat School). Kids of all ages are invited to attend. PIZZA will be

food on hand. David Hollander (HOLLANDERX@aol.com) has more information.
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An editor once asked
me if | could do a story
about Hanukkah memo-
ries. He thought Hanuk-
kah was a big holiday be-
cause of its proximity to
the gentile Christmas.

Hanukkah is a minor
holiday, really. But it re-
minds us of the freedoms
we enjoy to worship as we
please. Keep this in mind
as some try and raise
“concerns” about the Ha-
sidim who want to move
into Scranton.

&

Temple Hesed, a Reform synagogue,
was founded in 1860, and it is Scran-

@

Committee chairmen
and chairwomen are
urged to submit meeting
dates and event dates to
the temple office so they
can be included in the
monthly calendar. Major
stories require at least two
week’s notice to the edi-
tor, please.

The e-mail address is
Hesed_Messenger
@adelphia.net

In Hesed,
—Rich Mates
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Did You Know?

As a member of Temple He-
sed you have an often-
overlooked benefit. That is being
interned in the Temple's ceme-
tery.

Now may be the time to look
into this benefit. The board re-
cently raised rates to keep up
with costs.

After January 1, 2007 the
prices of plots and perpetual care
will be going up $200 per plot.

Payment plans are available
for multiple plot purchases.

To find out more, call: Joel
Shapiro, 587-3435 or Mark
Stahller, 563-1143.

Shabbat Services are conducted at 8

ton’s oldest Jewish congregation.

We serve the needs of Jewish fami-
lies in the Greater Scranton area and in
the Poconos.

The office is open Tuesday — Friday
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

p.m. Friday. Any changes are noted in
The Messenger.

Temple Hesed is a member of the Un-
ion for Reform Judaism and the Jewish
Federation of Northeastern Pennsylva-
nia.




